PLEASE FLUSH!
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Due to a recent rash of snake sightings in some company toilets, we ask that you flush both before and after taking care of your bathroom needs, in order to minimize the risk of snakes coming up through the plumbing system and into the workplace. Please follow this protocol:

· Before using the facilities, flush, then wait another 15 seconds before using the facilities.

· Use the facilities as fast as possible without causing stress to internal organs. 
· Before flushing again, toss a scoopful of dead crickets (coming soon to containers next to each toilet) into the bowl. 
Employee descriptions of the snakes lead us to believe they are scarlet kingsnakes, which eat insects, and our plumber suggests feeding them crickets will make them less likely to wriggle up through the plumbing and into the restroom in pursuit of food.

If a snake does emerge from the toilet, remain calm! If you have a camera phone on you, please snap a picture of the snake so that our taxonomy consultant may get a better idea of its genus and species. Try to note whether you believe the specimen to be male or female. Generally females are larger, but have shorter tails. Then please call José at the Physical Plant to report the snake sighting.

Should you be bitten, try not to worry: scarlet kingsnakes are not venomous! However, if we are wrong and they are, in fact, eastern coral snakes, you will require immediate medical attention. If you are bitten and believe the perpetrator to be an eastern coral snake, remain calm and dial 911.

We are sorry about any inconvenience the presence of snakes in our plumbing system may cause. Remember: the likelihood of being bitten while using the restroom facilities is low. You are far more likely to be in a fender bender in the parking lot than you are to be bitten by a snake coming up through the plumbing system. Have a great day!
